LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of May Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 10th May 2017 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:


Councillor Mick Cahill, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –   Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler,  



Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey, John Duffy, Gerard Farrell, 





Padraig Loughrey, Luie McEntire, Martin Mulleady,




Colm Murray, Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly,





Paul Ross, Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock.




                                                                                                                        

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.





Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.





Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance.





Ms. Louise Kiernan, Senior Executive Planner.


MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS.

The Cathaoirleach congratulated the students from Mercy Secondary School and Moyne Community School who won prestigious awards in the national final of the Student Enterprise Programme.
N4/N5 JOINT AFFILIATED CHAMBERS MEETING WITH THE OIREACHTAS JOINT COMMITTEE FOR TRANSPORT, TOURISM AND SPORT.
The Cathaoirleach complimented the representatives from the N4/N5 Joint Affiliated Chambers of Commerce and Industry from the Midlands, West and North-West of Ireland who met with the Oireachtas Joint Committee for Transport Tourism and Sport on the 

3rd May to highlight the necessity to include the N4/N5 motorway upgrade project in the mid-term Capital Programme review currently being undertaken by the Government.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor C. Murray, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 12th April 2017, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on the 8th March 2017
as circulated, were noted.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.
The Chief Executive Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated with the Agenda, was noted.
Edgeworthstown Community Library.

In reply to a query from Councillor P. Ross, the Chief Executive confirmed that Longford County Council has been strongly encouraged to proceed to Stage 2 of the project with the possibility that additional grant funding may become available during the term of the project.  Stage 2 comprises detailed design, costplan, planning approval etc.

PRESENTATION BY COMHAIRLE NA NOG.
Councillor Mae Sexton, Chairperson of the Comhairle na nOg Steering Committee,             introduced Wiktoria Wojcik, Thomas Igoe, Peadar Kenny, Alison Reid and Gabrielle Flynn from Longford Comhairle na nOg.  
The representatives from Comhairle na nOg gave a comprehensive presentation on the following items  -

· Past projects.

· Current projects.

· Issues affecting young people.
· Integrating Comhairle into the Council.

The Cathaoirleach and members complimented the Comhairle na nOg representatives on their excellent presentation and assured them of the support of the Council.
FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that ten Public Liability Claims were received during April 2017.

Councillor S. Butler suggested that monies from the IPB Redistribution Fund be used to repair areas where there are recurring public liability claims.
Councillor M. Casey proposed and Councillor G. Warnock seconded that a policy on decorative paving and the reinstatement of footpaths be considered by the Infrastructure Strategic Policy Committee.

Annual Financial Statement for Year Ended 31st December 2016  
The 2016 Draft Annual Financial Statement was circulated with the Agenda for the meeting.

J.  McKeon, gave a comprehensive presentation on the Draft Annual Financial Statement 2016, and replied to queries raised by the members.
· Longford Pool Construction  -  Councillor M. Sexton proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that Longford Pool Construction be considered at a future meeting.
· Rates Write Offs and Schedule of Uncollected Rates -  will be available at the June Council Meeting.

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Annual Financial Statement 2016 as circulated, subject to audit by the Local Government Auditor.

Approval to Additional Expenditure under S104(7) of the Local Government Act 2001.

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to approve of Additional Expenditure under S104(7) of the Local Government Act 2001, as outlined by the Head of Finance.

Notices of Motions.
Funding for CCTV Systems.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by Councillor G. Farrell       –

“I am proposing that we write to the Minister for Justice & Equality, Frances Fitzgerald, T.D., requesting that she make amendments to the recently 
announced Community Based model of Funding CCTV Systems to revert back to the Local Authority partnered model, being particularly mindful of 
matched funding and data protection governance issues that would undoubtedly be a huge challenge and possibly prevent the majority of non-statutory community groups from reaping the benefits of such funding.”

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister Frances Fitzgerald outlining the details of Councillor Warnock’s motion.

HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE, ENVIRONMENT & EMERGENCY SERVICES.
Presentation regarding the National Broadband Plan (NBP)  
The Cathaoirleach welcomed Ms. Christine Collins recently appointed as Broadband Officer with Longford County Council.  Christine will work alongside a high level Multidisciplinary Team to promote an early, fast and efficient rollout of Broadband infrastructure in the County following the completion of the NBP Tender process and subsequent appointment of the successful bidder by the Department of Communications. The work of the Broadband Officer and of the Multidisciplinary Team will facilitate the foundations for a digitally enabled county, which is centrally located and digitally connected.

Christine stated that The National Broadband Plan is a Government wide initiative to deliver high speed broadband services (minimum speed of 30Mbps download and 6Mbps upload) to all businesses and households in Ireland. This is being achieved through a combination of commercial investment by the telecommunications sector and a State Intervention in those areas where commercial providers acting alone will not provide this essential service.

Longford County Council recognises the National Broadband Plan as a high priority Infrastructure Project for the county covering both business and residential areas and it recognises the central role that High Speed Broadband services plays in enabling communities prosper and business to compete on an equal footing at a national and international level.

Christine informed the members that a National Workshop for Local Authority Broadband Officers was held on the 4th of April 2017 at the Shearwater Hotel, Ballinasloe. The event was attended by The Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment, Mr. Denis Naughten TD, who met with the Councils Chief Executive, Mr. Paddy Mahon and Christine.  

The Minister addressed all delegates regarding the latest developments in the NBP, including the new High Speed Broadband Map which has been updated to reflect the Government Commitment with Eir that 3,839 premises in rural areas in Longford will receive access to High Speed Broadband by 2018. This represents a major milestone in the National Broadband Plan and means that at least 14,126 premises in Longford will have access to High Speed broadband by the end of 2018.

The Cathaoirleach and members thanked Christine for her very informative presentation and wished her well in her new role.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Casey seconded by Councillor G. Warnock it was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the four Longford/Westmeath Dail Deputies seeking their support for the roll out of Broadband to all of County Longford.

Adopted Minutes of Infrastructural and Environmental Services Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 4th October 2016.

The adopted Minutes of Infrastructural and Environmental Services Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 4th October 2016, as circulated, were noted.

Adopted Minutes of Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee 
meeting held on the 6th February 2017
The adopted Minutes of Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee   
meeting held on the 6th February 2017, as circulated, were noted.

Draft Policy regarding Regulations for the Placing of Temporary Event/Business Signs.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Carrigy seconded by Councillor M. Cahill, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Draft Policy, as circulated, regarding regulations for the placing of temporary event/business signs – as recommended by the Infrastructure and Environment Strategic Policy Committee.
Disposal of No. 39, The Demesne, Longford Town. 
On the proposal of Councillor Mae Sexton seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of Freehold Interest of No. 39 The Demesne, Longford Town to Mel & Pauline Gilleran in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 3rd April 2017.
Disposal of Freehold Interest of No. 7,  The Demesne, Longford Town.

On the proposal of Councillor Mae Sexton seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of Freehold Interest of No. 7, The Demesne, Longford Town to Jean Cunniffe in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 27th April 2017.
Disposal of Property at No. 17, Abbeycartron, Longford.
On the proposal of Councillor Gerry Warnock seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of property at No. 17, Abbeycartron, Longford to Tracy Farrell, Farnagh Hill, Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 25th April 2017.
Recommendations from the Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee.
Mental Health Services.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Social Protection requesting that additional funding be allocated for the provision of adequate resources and support services for vulnerable people with mental health issues in County Longford.
Rent Supplement.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady, it was unanimously agreed that a  letter be forwarded to the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community & Local Government requesting that the current threshold for Rent Supplement be amended to allow for the rapid rise in the cost of rent in the private sector.
 

Notices of Motions.

CSO Figures.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Sexton and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock   -

“That this Local Authority dedicates a full time member of staff  to examine, area by area, the CSO figures identifying 3100 empty houses in Longford.  It is imperative that we establish the authenticity of the figures presenting as anecdotally such a figure would appear to be hugely overstated.”

J. Brannigan stated that the issue of vacant properties is a national issue. The 2016 CSO census identified a total of 2,003,645 houses and apartments in the State were enumerated in the 2016 Census.

Of these, 1,697,665 were occupied by persons usually resident in the State, while 9,788 were occupied by guests or visitors. There were 50,732 dwellings where all the occupants were temporarily absent on Census Night. Vacant holiday homes accounted for 62,148 housing units.  The remaining 183,312 were vacant houses and apartments, of which 140,120 were vacant houses and 43,192 were vacant apartments.

The CSO figure states that 3167 units were vacant in Longford. 

	Total housing stock ( B+C+D+E+F+G ) (Number)
	18,591

	B Occupied by usual resident(s) of the household (Number)
	15,092

	C Occupied by visitors only (Number)
	54

	D Unoccupied - residents temporarily absent (Number)
	343

	E Unoccupied - vacant house (Number)
	2,383

	F Unoccupied - vacant flat (Number)
	441

	G Unoccupied - vacant holiday home (Number)
	278


The Council will, when resources are available, further investigate this statistic to identify the condition and location of these units

A national strategy to deal with vacant units is currently being prepared and due to be launched shortly. 

This Council will fully engage with any initiatives that will bring properties into use. There are currently two initiatives, Buy and Renew and Repair and Lease which aim to assist in bringing properties back into use.

Water Charge.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor G. Farrell  -

“I call on Longford County Council to write to Mr. Simon Coveney, T.D., 
Minister for Housing, Planning, Community & Local Government to ask him to remove the standing charge which is applicable to all business and farm water connections.”

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy  -

“That Longford County Council writes to Irish Water in relation to  business users and farmers who have private wells for their business and mains water,
that their dwelling houses be exempted from paying standing charges for domestic water.”

J. Brannigan stated that the activity associated with billing non domestic water supply customers including charges for water connections to business and farms was transferred from Longford County Council  to Irish Water on August 16th 2017. It is understood that Irish Water that are still billing the same level of charges currently  i.e. €100 per annum per customer. The harmonizing or changing of such charges across all counties is a matter for the Regulator and or the Government .  

Following adoption of this motion Longford County Council will write to the Regulator to ask him to remove the standing change which is applicable to all business and farm water connections.

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, HUMAN RESOURCES & CORPORATE SERVICES, CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES.
Planning Applications.
The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Date and Venue for 2017 Annual Meeting.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor M. Cahill, it was unanimously agreed that the 2017 Annual Meeting be held on Friday, 30th June 2017 at  

5.00 p.m. 
Fund Schemes Update.

Barbara  provided a summary of some of the key elements of the recently launched funding schemes including
· Community Support Grant Scheme - Funded by Longford County Council

· Community Facilities Scheme 2017 - Funded by Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government

· CLAR 2017 - Funded by Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.  20 applications were submitted by Longford County Council before the closing date of 5 May

· Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme 2017 - Funded by the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs

· Town and Village Renewal Scheme 2017 - Funded by the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs

· Community based CCTV scheme - Funded by the Department of Justice and Equality

Barbara agreed to circulate a summary document to the Elected Members and advised that this must be read in conjunction with the detailed guidelines provided by the various Government Departments.  She encouraged the Elected Members to work with local communities to identify potential projects for the various schemes and in particular the Town and Village Renewal and Outdoor Recreation Infrastructural Schemes which had very tight deadlines.

Barbara informed the meeting that Mary Mitchell O'Connor recently launched A Framework for Town Centre Renewal and it was agreed that a presentation on the framework would be provided at the next meeting.

In relation to promotion of Longford, the Council is continuing to promote the county at local, national and international level.  Following the successful A Discussion on Tourism, the Council, in collaboration with Longford Chamber of Commerce, will host A Discussion on Retail Excellence on Tuesday 30 May in the Longford Arms Event.  This event is open to all those directly and indirectly involved in the retail business throughout the county.

Notice of Motion.

The Cathaoirleach declared an interest in this item.  Councillor P.J. Reilly, Leas Cathaoirleach, took the Chair for this item

Setback Distances for Wind Turbines.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor  P. O’Toole         -

“I propose that Longford County Council change the current setback  distances in the County Development Plan for wind turbines to ten times the  tip height of turbines from residential properties and other centres of human  habitation.”

Councillor Casey proposed and Councillor P. O’Toole seconded the following amendment to the Motion  -

“I propose that Longford County Council change the current setback distances in the County Development Plan for industrial wind turbines to ten times the tip height of turbines from residential properties and other centres of human  habitation.”

B. Heslin stated that the 2006 Wind Energy Guidelines are currently being reviewed at national level and are expected to be published later this year.  Barbara recommended that the Council await the new guidelines and consider the Notice of Motion at that stage to ensure any proposed variation to the County Development Plan is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the County.
Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor C. Murray seconded the following counter proposal  -

“That Longford County Council amend the County Development Plan to ban all industrial wind farms in the County.”

Councillor Nolan subsequently withdrew her counter proposal and Councillor Casey’s motion was carried.

Councillor M. Carrigy proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that the Council write to Bord na Mona asking that they revise their Strategic Framework for the Future Use of Peatlands to reflect the Councillors views on the future use of  the south Longford boglands for tourism initiatives.
Suspension of Standing Orders.
Councillor G. Warnock proposed and Councillor M. Sexton seconded that Standing Orders be suspended to allow for the completion of the Agenda.

GENERAL.
Notices of Motions.
CIS & MABS Boards.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor  G. Warnock  and seconded by Councillor  M. Sexton  -

“I propose that Longford County Council seek from the Department of Social 
Protection, under the provisions outlined in the Freedom of Information Act 2014, information pertaining to the proposals of the Citizens Information 
Board to merge 51 Local Independent MABS Boards and 42 CIS Structures into 8 Regional Boards, being particularly mindful of any advice that the Minister may or may not have received from the Office of the Attorney General in relation to his role as Minister with oversight of the CIB, and any 
advice pertaining to the overall governance of the process and the social benefit of such a proposal”

It was agreed that an FOI request be forwarded to the Department of Social Protection, as requested by Councillor Warnock.

CSO Figures.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Sexton and seconded by Councillor  G. Warnock -

“That this Local Authority request Tusla to immediately establish a Family Resource Centre in the County Town of Longford. The most recent breakdown of CSO figures identify the socio-economic, ethnic and demographic deprivation indicators which require the service of a recognised vehicle for delivering programmes to empower and build capacity and 
leadership skills within those identified  communities in Longford Town.  
The aim of FRC is to combat disadvantage and improve functioning of the
family unit working in collaboration with statutory and not statutory agencies as a first step to community participation and social inclusion.”

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Tusla.
Second Level School in Edgeworthstown.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor  M. Carrigy      -

“That Longford County Council writes to the Minister of Education to investigate the possibility of construction of a second level school in Edgeworthstown.”

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Education and copied to the Longford Westmeath Education & Training Board.
Correspondence -  circulated.
Correspondence dated 11th April 2017 received from Irish Water 
regarding shared service responsibility was noted.
Letter dated 21st April 2017 received from Social Welfare Services regarding the proposals to restructure MABs & CIS offices was noted.
Training.
Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.
Votes of Sympathy.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor P. O’Toole seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Farrell family, Carnan, Ardagh on the death of Mary Farrell.
Councillor J. Browne proposed and Councillor C. Murray seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Doyle family, Dublin Street, Longford on the death of Hughie Doyle.

Councillor P. Loughrey proposed and Councillor P. O’Toole seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Fallon family, Greenhall, Newtowncashel on the death of Michael Fallon.
This concluded the business of the meeting.


Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
14th June 2017.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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